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There is a popular saying that no 

nation can grow beyond her system of 
education. One can also say that no 
nation can developed beyond her system 
of education. This is because education 
has been recognized as the key to 
national development and modernization 
of a country. Based on this premise, 
most country including Nigeria spends a 
large sum of money annually on 
education.  

 
Among the levels of education 

in the country, primary level of 
education is the most important. This is 
because it serves as the foundation stage 
in the structure of educational 
development in the country.  

The future of Nigeria as a nation 
is in serious question because most of  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

our leaders do not take educational issue 
serious. There are several issues that will 
continue to throw the viability of the 
Nigerian state into doubt. The first is the 
fact that Nigeria has failed to create a 
national identify after fifty years of 
independence.  

 
Although Nigerians are 

generally cooperative with one another, 
there remains significant mistrust, 
suspicion and bad faith amongst the 
peoples of Nigeria at the tribal, 
religious, individual and communal 
domains. The evidence can be seen 
through the communal conflicts across 
the country. The spread of terrorist 
activity, political malfeasance, 
kidnapping and other criminal activities, 
even the daily skirmishes that break out 
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amongst the people of Nigeria with no 
good reason are some of the evidence of 
this mistrust.  

 
The Nigerian security is faced 

with the challenge of inability to 
maintain peace and security in the 
nation, but also to create an enabling 
environment in which the political class, 
educationist and indeed, Nigerian people 
can use to maintain national unity, if 
they choose to. 

 
National security is the 

requirement to maintain the survival of 
the state through the use of economic 
power, diplomacy, power projection and 
political power. The concept was 
developed mostly in the United State of 
America (U.S.A) after World War II. 
Initially, the focus was on military 
might, but today, the concept has been 
broaden to include non military, or 
economic security of the nation and the 
values espoused by the national society. 
In order to possess national security, a 
nation needs to possess sound and 
functional educational system, 
economic, energy and environmental 
security among others. 

 
Primary education is the 

bedrock of education in any country. If 
the educational foundation of a country 
is weak, the country cannot build a 
strong educational foundation. The quest 
for development will be difficult to 
achieve in such a country. 

 
 

Primary Education in Nigeria 
Primary education is the 

foundation of education all over the 
world. Oni (2008) defined primary 
education as the education given in 
institutions for children between 6-11 
years. This constitutes the bedrock upon 
which entire education system is built. 
This implies that the success or failure 
of the entire system is determined by 
primary education. 

 
Objectives of Primary Education in 
Nigeria  

According to the National 
Policy on Education (FRN, 2004) the 
following are the objectives of primary 
education: 
(i) Inculcating permanent literacy and 

numeracy and ability to 
communicate effectively.  

(ii) Laying a sound basis for scientific 
and reflective thinking; 

(iii) Giving citizenship education as a 
basis for effective participation in 
and contribution to the society.  

(iv) Moulding the character and 
developing sound attitude and 
morals in the child. 

(v) Developing in the child the ability 
to adapt to the child’s changing 
environment. 

(vi) Giving the child the opportunities 
for developing manipulative skills 
that will enable the child function 
effectively in the society within the 
limits of the Childs capacity; and  

(vii) Providing the child with basic tools 
for further educational achievement, 
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including preparation for trades and 
crafts of the locality.  
 

From the above objectives it is 
clear that emphasis is laid on building 
sound bases for scientific and reflective 
thinking in the child. This is a solid way 
of laying a good foundation for 
technological development of the 
country.  

 
Importance of Primary Education in 
Nigeria 

In view of the importance 
attached to primary education in the 
country, federal and state governments 
have made primary education the centre 
piece of their educational policies. From 
the colonial period till date, the country 
has witnessed one form of educational 
reform or the other. This is to improve 
on the existing policy for efficiency 
especially at the primary level. 

 
According to Popoola, Bello and 

Atanda (2009), the colonial masters 
administered education through the use 
of educational ordinance laws. These 
include the 1882, 1887, 1916, 1926, 
1948 and 1952 educational ordinances 
and regional laws. In 1954, due to the 
adoption of 1954 constitution, the East, 
West, Northern region and federal 
capital of Lagos had their own education 
laws. Taiwo (1980) stated that in 1955, 
the western region under the leadership 
of Awolowo introduced free universal 
and compulsory primary education 
popularly known as Universal Primary 
Education (UPE). The Eastern region 

followed in 1957. In 1976 the federal 
government under the leadership of 
Obasanjo, launched the UPE for the 
whole country. The introduction of UPE 
brought educational revolution in the 
entire country. 

The UPE programme is a policy 
reform measure by federal government 
to make citizens embrace formal 
education up to age fifteen.  

 
Eddy and Akpana (2009) 

defined the term basic as fundamental 
thing that must be given. It is on this 
factor that every other thing rests. 
Universal means that the programme is 
for everybody irrespective of culture, 
tribe, class or religious background.  

 
The UBE Programme in Nigeria 

As stated above, the UPE 
programme started in 1955 in the 
western region; in 1976 it was made to 
cover the entire country by the federal 
government. In 1999 the UPE 
programme was reformed and the name 
changed to Universal Basic Education 
(UBE). It still maintains the free and 
compulsory status. At the federal level 
there is Universal Basic Education 
Commission (UBEC), at the state level 
there is State Universal Basic Education 
Board (SUBEB) while in each local 
government there exist Local 
Government Education Authority 
(LGEA).  

 
It is the responsibility of the 

state and local governments to manage 
basic education in their domains and the 
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federal government is to assist for the 
purpose of uniformity and qualitative 
basic education in the country. These 
roles are backed up by Act of parliament 
both at federal and state levels. UBEC, 
SUBEB and LGEA are the major 
stakeholders in basic education, which 
constitute the structure for the 
implementation of the programme in 
Nigeria.  

 
The Major Objectives of UBE 
Programme in Nigeria 

The federal government 
coordinates and monitors the 
implementation of the programme. The 
following are the objectives of UBE 
programme: 
(1) Developing in the entire citizenry a 

strong consciousness for education 
and a strong commitment to it’s 
vigorous promotion.  
 

(2) The provision of free Universal 
Basic Education for every Nigerian 
child of school age.  
 

(3) Reducing drastically the incidence 
of drop-out from formal school 
system through improved 
relevance, quality and efficiency.  
 

(4) Catering for the needs of young 
persons, who for one reason or 
another have had to interrupt their 
schooling, through appropriate 
forms of complementary 
approaches to the promotion of 
basic education.  

(5) Ensuring the acquisition of 
appropriate level of literacy, 
communicative and life skill as 
well as the ethical, moral and civil 
values needed for laying a solid 
foundation for lifelong learning. 
(Implementation document on 
UBE, 2000). 
 

Primary Education and National 
Development  

Primary education plays 
important roles in national development 
such as eradication of illiteracy, poverty 
reduction and character molding. Just as 
the strength and durability of a building 
depends on its foundation, so also does 
the strength and durability of a nation 
economic, social and political 
development depends on the strength of 
her primary education system. Primary 
education is essential for molding a 
more sustainable future in the country.  

 
According to Ojokheta and 

Aderinoye, (2004) United Nations 
Development Program describes 
development as a process that goes 
beyond the improvement of quality of 
life. It encompasses better education, 
high standard of health and nutrition, 
opportunity, greater individual freedom 
and the facilitation of a richer cultural 
life which are all truly desirable ends in 
themselves.  

 
Primary education serves as the 

foundation in the formal processes of 
ensuring changes in the behaviour of the 
growing members of the society. 
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Mallison, (1980) cited by Omotere 
(2011) described primary education as a 
keystone of the whole educational 
structure. It determines what the outlook 
of subsequent higher levels of formal 
education will be in the country.  

 
According to Aminu (1986) and 

corroborated by Dibie (2000), education 
is not only the instrument for human 
socialization and development, but also 
a means of self actualization. Education 
bridges the gap of inequality in society 
through distribution of income which is 
made possible through increase in the 
talent pool available to the society by 
engineering equality. Education 
eradicates illiteracy and ignorance, it is a 
powerful tool for acquisition of 
knowledge and skills for social 
development and civilization. Many 
countries including Nigeria use 
education to solve problems, enhance 
individual and group freedom as well as 
security of the people.  

 
The level of economic 

development of the individual and his 
society is a function of the quality of 
education attained by the people. This 
leads to economic and technological 
growth of the nation. The extent to 
which an individual is adequately 
equipped with the necessary knowledge, 
skills, and attitudes for the performance 
of his roles determines how he can 
participate effectively in productive 
endeavours in the society. Individual’s 
consumptions patterns to a large extent, 
is influenced by his level of education. 

Fafunwa (1992) described an illiterate 
individual as “a poor consumer of 
goods”.  

 
Considering the unquantifiable 

importance of primary education to the 
individual and the society at large all 
policies that touch on education 
especially primary education should be 
implemented to the latest. Our 
educational system over the years has 
undergone strings of indigenization 
imposed upon it by multiple forces that 
operate within the system.  

 
Challenges of Primary Education 

Education in Nigeria is 
undergoing some challenges especially 
at primary level. Some of the challenges 
are: 
(1) Poor funding of education sector 

affect its effectiveness in achieving 
its objective because it is a major 
problem affecting all levels of 
education. According to Obanya 
(2009), the actual money spent on 
education is usually lower than the 
budgeted allocations and very little 
of the actual money spent on 
education goes to the school level.  
 

(2) Inadequate infrastructures/facilities: 
Many primary schools in the 
country do not have adequate 
facilities for effective learning to 
take place. This include inadequate 
classrooms, furniture, and poor 
lightening conditions etc. 
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(3) Unqualified teachers: This is 
another major problem facing 
primary education in the country. 
Some of the teachers do not have 
the necessary qualifications. Also 
they do not use appropriate 
teaching skills, strategies and 
techniques that will enhance pupils 
comprehension.  
 

(4) Staff welfare: Primary school 
teachers are poorly paid. Their 
salaries and others incentive are not 
enough to motivate them to put in 
their best. This discourages other 
who are competent from joining the 
system.  
 

(5) Political instability: Within the 
government there is instability. 
Each administration comes up with 
one policy or the other sometimes 
rejecting the existing ones. Also, 
each administration has its own 
way of handling staff welfare.  
 

(6) Inconsistent reforms: Within a 
short period, Nigeria have had a lot 
of educational reforms from UPE 
to 6,3,3,4 and to UBE, not knowing 
the next. Implementation and 
funding of the programme is 
always a problem. If care is not 
taken, what led to the fall of other 
may still lead to the fall of the 
present one.  

 
Primary Education and National 
Security  

There is no single universally 
accepted definition of national security. 

Macmillan Dictionary (online version) 
defines the terms as “the protection or 
the safety of a country’s secrets and it’s 
citizens” emphasising the overall 
security of a nation and a nation state.  

Harold Brown U.S Secretary of 
Defence from 1977 to 1981 defined 
“National security as the ability to 
preserve the nation’s physical integrity 
and territory: to maintain it’s economic 
relations with the rest of the world on 
reasonable terms; to preserve its nature, 
institutions and governance from 
disruption from outside and to control its 
borders”.  

 
From the above definitions, it is 

the duty of every nation to preserve and 
maintain it’s national security in order to 
secure it’s citizens and resources. The 
military aspect of security is important 
but not the sole component of national 
security. To be truly secured, a nation 
needs other forms of security.  

 
Current challenges facing 

Nigeria are evidences of the fact that 
there is a severe readiness crisis within 
the Nigerian security. This can be seen 
through the ongoing failure of the 
country to anticipate and dismantle 
threats before they materialize. Nigerian 
government must act fast to destabilize 
the bad elements in the security before 
they destroy the nation and its resources. 

 
One of the best ways to 

destabilize them and maintain stable and 
enduring peace and unity in the country 
is through the educational system, 

Journal of Teacher Perspective, Volume 8 No. 2, July, 2014, ISSN: 2006 - 0173 

The Relevance of Primary Education in Promoting National Security and Development. - 
Emmanuel Onyebueke 



 
 

7 
 

especially primary education. If children 
of school age are in the school they will 
acquire knowledge that can be used to 
develop the nation, but if they are not, 
they will grow up as illiterate. They 
become instrument in the hands of the 
bad wealthy elements in the society. 
They cannot contribute to national 
development but can destroy, and 
promote crisis in the society.  

 
Poverty:- It has been stated that 
education is one of the best solution to 
poverty in the society. If citizens receive 
the basic education, they can try to build 
themselves up from there. If they 
acquire skill in various fields and trades, 
through this they will become functional 
in the society. They can be self-
employed. 
 
Information: One of the best ways of 
solving the problem of insecurity in the 
country is through effective information 
system. One cannot have this without 
effective communication. Education is 
one of the best ways of getting people 
informed. When people are educated, 
they can the types of information they 
received. They can communicate 
through various channels. If children are 
not educated, they can easily be 
deceived by the bad elements in the 
society. Government should try to see 
that children are educated so that they 
can contribute to national security. 
 
Conclusion 

Primary education is the 
foundation upon which all other levels 

of education are built. National 
development of a country depend largely 
on the effectiveness of her primary 
education system. Education has the task 
to transform and prepare the human 
resources of the country. The economic, 
social, political and technological 
development of the country depend on 
the effectiveness of educational system 
in the nation. The security of a nation 
can best be solved through functional 
educational system. National 
development cannot be achieved without 
national security. National security 
cannot be achieved without functional 
education and primary education is the 
bed rock of education in any nation. 
Since the security and progress of the 
nation largely depends on the quality of 
education, it is necessary that all 
stakeholders should ensure the success 
of primary education in the country.  

 
Recommendations  
 In view of the numerous 
challenges posited in this paper, the 
following recommendations are made: 
(1) Government should provide 

adequate funding to primary 
education sector. 
 

(2) A specified annual budgetary 
provision should be made for 
primary education in the country. 
 

(3) Government should provide 
infrastructure and facilities such as 
computers, instructional material, 
power supplies and conducive 
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learning environment in all primary 
schools in the country.  
 

(4) Qualified teachers with good pay 
and attractive welfare package 
should be employed.  
 

(5) Skill acquisition should be 
introduced in the primary school 
curriculum.  
 

(6) Compulsory education for every 
child of school age should be 
encouraged. 
 

(7) National security should be the 
concern of everybody in the 
country. 
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